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cannot dig the coal they need; naked men cannot weave
their shirts and coats, nor can the man who lives seven
in a single room enter a brickyard and build himself a
house; though he kick his heels for a dozen years in idle-
ness, he must remain in misery if no one can make a profit
from his labour. The public that needs these things and
can produce them has no access to the land and the
machinery of production. Private profit takes precedence
of human life. Christian moiality, if it is to be true to its
mission, must find these things intolerable and demand
reform.

Capitalism seeks noL the gieatest good, but the greatest
profit. If more money is made in " pools " or whisky
than in food and clothes for the children, then capital finds
its way to these more profitable but less socially useful
enterprises. The capitalist himself is a victim to the
drive for profit. He dare not be as geneious as, when a
good man, he may wish Lo be. He may make costly
mistakes. He does not know what other owners are
doing, or what newcomers are about to do. He may be
outwitted by others. He and they may produce more
than consumers can buy, and be caught in a slump.
He has small chance Lo be pitiful or generous. Oilier
owners, also acting on their own sole icsponsibility,
drive hard bargains and compete with him. His standard
is driven down 1o theirs. The owner competing in the
open market dare give little away. Colliery proprietors
cannot regard too closely the human souls whose work
has made them rich, if richer scams elsewhere give better
use to capital.

All are caught in the same vicious circle. Business is
business. It is not a Sunday-school party. Wage troubles
are a nuisance. The Board Room in London is far
removed from the depressed colliery village. Woikers
suffer. Their life depends on wages and wage rises. The
propiictor's profits depend on reduction of costs, of which
wage is one. The two are at vaiiance, and ihe worker
pays the price. The consumer also has his part of the
price to pay, for industry suffers incredible losses; it
moves in jerks, and often icfuscs to move at all. Cotton
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